IF A CONCEPT CAR MAKES IT TO THE AS-
sembly line, its eye-catching lines are
invariably diminished by the realities of
mass production. But not Audi’s TT; the
car’s retro-cool shape went from styling
exercise at the 1995 Frankfurt auto show
to production version in 1998 virtually un-
changed. In effect, TT buyers could know
the thrill of driving a show car.

The TT is all about style. This isn’t
without irony, as Audi officials say the
car’s lines were influenced by Bauhaus.
This famed German school of design from
the 1920s taught that an object’s design
should be inspired by function. Yet, in
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penning a very functional design devoid of
decoration almost to the point of austerity,
former Audi designer Freeman Thomas
and his colleagues fashioned an automo-
bile of unique beauty.

Detractors—there are a few—assert that
the TT looks like a squished New Beetle,
which is not so ludicrous perhaps, because
Thomas also drew the initial lines of the VW.
But the marketplace immediately embraced
the TT’s design, and Ingolstadt’s entry into
the sports-car biz has been a smash hit.

In Road & Track’s first full road test of
the TT (November 1998), we asked, “Is
the car beautiful?” And we replied, “That’s
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a hard one to answer because your eyes a==
so distracted, swamped in absorbing the
TT’s sheer conciseness. But yes, it’s a gor-
geous, fascinating design.”

Underpinning the body was a platform
shared with the Golf, New Beetle and other
Volkswagen AG products. The platform was
considerably modified for the TT, however.
The TT’s primary engine, a turbocharged
1.8-liter inline-4, was also a shared piece—

with the A4—but was placed crosswise un- -

der the TT’s short hood instead of longi-
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tudinally as in the Audi sedan. The whele
shebang was assembled at a men-ncw pht .

in Gyor, Hungary. G o,
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